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age and common sense no less than upon whose honesty and
energy they can depend."

The appointment of Mr. Cortelyou to the chairmanship
of the Republican National Committee was followed by his
resignation as head of the Department of Commerce and
Labor, and the resignation of Attorney General Knox, who
had been elected United States Senator by Pennsylvania,
led to several changes in the Cabinet in Jnne. Mr. Cortel-
you was succeeded by Victor L. Metcalf; William H. Moody,
who was Secretary of the Navy, succeeded Mr. Knox as
Attorney General, and Paul Morton succeeded Mr. Moody
as Secretary of the Navy.

In accepting Mr. Knox's resignation, the President wrote
on June 23, 1904:

"I accept your resignation not only with keen personal
regret, but with a very real feeling of the loss the country
thereby sustains. . . . There is nothing that I can say
which will in any way add to the reputation which you
have won, and no tribute I can pay you will approach in
value that already paid you by the hearty admiration and
respect of your fellow citizens. . . . Many great and able
men have preceded you in the office you hold; but there is
none among them whose administration has left so deep
a mark for good upon the country's development. Under
you it has been literally true that the mightiest and the
humblest in the land have alike had it brought home to
them, that each was sure of the law's protection while he
did right, and that neither could hope to defy the law if
he did wrong.77

In March, 1904, the President aroused a great storm of
criticism and denunciation from the chronic opponents of
his policies by establishing, through executive order, a ser-
vice pension of six dollars a month for all veterans of the
Civil War between the ages of 62 and 70 years. It was
claimed by his critics that in doing this by executive order
he was guilty of a " flagrant usurpation" of the legislative